PREPARING FOR FESTIVITIES. 
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bia, and Chautauqua; two each from the Conn- 
ties. of Niagara, Monroe, and Wayne, and tour 


opponents, and will certainly disappoint some- | 


%, 


body. On the Sloan side, the leader of the 
canvass is still Hon: Warner Miller, and his 
tactics still remain the same as they 


- owere, unchanged in any particular by 


‘the increased excitement of  every- 
body. Associated. with, him are Messrs. 


Skinner, of Jefferson ; Chickering, of Lewis; |. 


Sheard, of Herkimer; Varnum, of New-York, 


and others, whose names have been mentioned, |. 


Mr. George H. Forster is here talking in his 
persuasive way for Sloan, and most of the 
members Whose names are included in the 
list claimed for Sloan are resisting very 
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branches would sit during the recess and pre- | 
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Special Dispatéh to the New-York Times. 
Aupanwy, Jan. 6.—There remains to-day very 
little to be done on. the Capitol, either to: make it 
ready for the Legislature or for the great reception 
that is to take place to-morrow night. As has been 
intimated, the reception waa designed on a very large 
scale. Four thousand invitations were issued. Aseach 
invitation entitles the gentleman who receives it to 
bring ladies with him, there is every probability that 
there will be acrush. I walked this morning through 
the building, or the part of it that will be thrown 
open at the reception. In the arched corridoron 
Washington avenue, and in the avenues leading right 
and left from}, men were on their knees scrubbing 
the richly floors. ‘The arches above, colored 
and gilded, were only seen dimly, the light not be- 
ing strong.” The halis were comfortably warm, the 
heat being .agreeably distributed, and the degree of 
warmth testifying to the adequacy of the heating 
Apparatus to make the ballding 4 comfortable one in 
very: cold weather. Opposite the Washington- 
avénne door s passage leads into the court 
in’ the centre of the building. © Through 
this passage I could see a tent, covering about one- 
fourth bf the space of the court, and three tables 
had been placed there extending the entire width of 
‘the court. Here the guests, 600 of them at a time, 
ate to be given lunch by the: Leélands. Unless the 
weather is mild it will be a cool lunch-room. 

The grand stairease, with its sucesesion of noble 
arches, rising one above the other to the roof of the 
Capitol, is cleared, and the passage ob the main floor 


.| leading by the Governor's rooms, the Senate Cham- 


positively the invitations and arguments | and 


of the Alvord side. For ‘Alvord, the most 
active man on the floor of the Delavan is Sena- 
tor Rockwell. He is assisted by a host of sup- 


porters, who came prays See Poneto 


last night and today as if the coun- 
try were in imminent danger. Gen. Husted 
keeps his room closely, and receives and en- 
 gourages the Alvord men who call upon him. 
The Sloan men, who call upon him as the 
ex-Speaker, areas well received. and are 
utged, in .a good-humored way, to look 
upon the error of their judgment, and 
reconsider it. In the Delavan hall to-day, 
there were no more enthusiastic advocates of 
Alvord’s candidacy than the members from 
New-York, and score or more ‘of well-known 
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Wasniorow, Jan. 6.—Before Congress | 


adjourned for the holidays, it was announced 


pare for presentation to their respective houses: 
some of the important measures committed to 
them. The House Committees on Appropria- 
tions is the only committee which has attempted | 
any work during the recess, A sub-committee 
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ARMY BILL—THE SPECIAL ORDERS FOR | | 
| gi 


tered, $ t nemregate, $10,000,- 
w PT ag Pes 6 
id 'E HUNT SERIOUSLY ILL. 
STRICKEN WITH PARALYSIS—FEARS THAT 
,, HE CANNOT RECOVER. 
Wasuixatox, Jan. 6.—Justice Hunt, of 


7 


, | SHERE ALI ACCOMPANIED IN HIS FLIGHT BY } 


‘RUSSIAN GENERAL—YAKOOB KBAN’S 


ae 
SURRENDER 
Lowpox, Jan. 6.—The Viceroy. of India 
| telegraphs that Sijad Mahommed, Chief of the 
Kunar Valley, whosent s friendly letter to Maior 
Cavagoari, recently, is expected at Jalalabad. 
early this week. Wali Mahomed has refused to 
obsy Yakoob Khan's call to Kabul. Some’of 
Shere Ali’s body-gnard, that accompanied him 
to Turkestan, have deserted and returned 
home. 

The Times’ Vienna dispatch says: ‘‘ The dif- 


OF PODGORITZA TO MONTE- 








of that committee 
Executive, ana Judicial Appropriation ill, ' 
which is the largest of all the regular appro- 
priation bills, and it will probably be reported 
to the House on. Wednesday. The Committee 
on Ways and Means has done nothing during 
the recess, Mr, Wood has called a meeting of 
the committee for to-morrow, at which he will 
make an effort to have the committee act upon 
his to make legal-tender notes receivable 
for Customs duties. The hearing of importers 
and refiners of sugar tou the 
| change in the rate of duties take place on 
Wma ‘deals chat meek besiaees. wilh be 

Senohok tae either house, In the 


the 

. The vote will be first taken 
s even emp ee which. oo 

in com from participation 
be ther distribati of the award, unless 
of the Court 
ims that the sum of losses in respect to 
aera ta seapeeltn-aeon gaia. On Wenn 

other t 

day the bill to reorganize the Army will be 
en upin the Senate as a special order, and 
on Thursday the same bill will come up in the 


t. A very decided 

ae weer src beet been aevakeman obaee the 

h y nt, and unless important 

modificationsare made in some of its provisions 
it is likely to fail. 


——— ae 
HAMB “BUTLER’S CASE. 

THE CONTES ER SOUTH CAROLINA’S SEAT 
IN THE SENATE TO BE RENEWED, WITH 
FAIR OMANCES OF OUSTING THE SHOT- 
GUN LEADER. 

Special to the New-York Times, 
Wasnineror, Jan. 6.—Senator Sharon, 

of Nevada, arrived here to-night and will be in 
his seat to-morrow for the first time in 12 
months. Itis understood that his appearance 
on the floor will be the signal for the revival of 
the contest for the seat of South Carolina, now 
illegally held by Gen. M.C. Butler, Mr, Corbin, 
the legally-elected Senator, was deprived of his 
seat by the action of Messrs. Patterson and Con- 
over, who supported his opponent. The vote 
on the resolution admitting Butler stood, 
counting the two unfaithful Republicans 
named, 29 to 28, or a majority of one in his 
favor. At the time ‘n question Senator Davis, 
of Illinois, did not vote, and Senator Sharon 
was notin his seat. During the present ses- 
sion, if Senator Davis still refrains from voting, 
as he is expected to do, and Senator Sharon votes 
for Mr. Corbin, as he certainly will, the result, 
omitting the vote of Butler, who, of course, 
could have no voice in his own case, would bea 
This will be understood when it is remem- 
bered that the full Senate, as at present consti- 
tuted, consists of 36 Democrats, publicans, 
and Senator Davis, Independent. With Butler 
and Davis not voting, and and Patter- 
gon added to the Democratic column, the vote 
would be 37 to 37, In such an event, if the 
Vice-President exercised his right against But- 
ler, it is of course obvious that Mr. Corbin 
would be seated. This, at least, is the caleu- 
lation of his: friends. On the other. hand, 
it is held by the Democratic side that Sen- 
ator Davis did not vote when the caso was 
up before simply because his vote was not 
needed, but thet now. if compelled to do so, he 
would su Butler.. In case he should still 
remain Independent, however, the Democrats 
will ly claim that the Vice-President has 
no right to. vote upon the qualifications of 
members of the Senate. Whatever may be 
the outcome of the contest, there is at least no 
doubt that it will occasion an extended political 
debate. 


eee, 
TOPICS IN AND OUT OF CONGRESS. 
DEMOCRATIC GREED FOR OFFICE—THE. BER-: 
LIN MISSION—ABSENT NEW-YORK. CON- 
GRESSMEN. 
Special Dispatch to the New- York Timea. 
Wasuineron, Jan. 6.—The love of office 
among the Democrats of Virginia is strikingly 
illustrated by the fact that the Governor 
of that State, in conseque of the im- 
mense pressure brought to bear by Virgin- 
jans who are ambitious to serve out the un- 
expired term of the late Representative 
Douglasc, has issued a proclamation fora special 
élection to be held on Jan. 23, to choose a suc- 
cessor to Mr, Douglass. There are 17 counties. 
in the district, and it will require at least two 
weeks to gather in the returns of the election 
and certify the result to the House of Repre-. 
sentatives. The State will thua be put to the 
expense of a special election in order that some 
ambitious Democrat may draw one-half month's 
pay as a member of Congress. 
At the New-England dinner, recently given 
at New-York, Rey, Dr, Storrs mentioned Dr. 
Thompson as a man eminently qualified for the 


El | Berlin mission. This mention of Dr. Thomp- 


son’s name seems to have been acted upon by a 
number of clerical and other friends of that: 
and numerous letters have been 
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| Wasurxeros, Jan, 6—The 
0,000, 
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has prepared the Legislative, | 


thas ave been | BS 


the United States Supreme Court, was stricken 
with paralysis, at his residence in this city, last 
Saturday, and is now in such a condition that 
his ‘recovery is. despaired of. One side is en- 
tirély paralyzed, and he is to-night unable 


who saw to-day, that a fatal 
paar «ales chpan wikia 


acompara few 
of Me en ot eee 


were $616,254 76, andfrom Customs, $213,757 05. 
A letter received by Treasurer Gilfillan to- 
day from the Cashier of the First National Bank 


Neakeritie: Sieh cae ; “ It may be a matter of in- 
oe rw Anak we hate tekst ta more cath then 
we ve 


hay ‘out. ‘Thus, I believe, it has been all 
over the . 


Senator Thurman this afternoon prepared a 
letter, addresed to the Columbus (Ohio) Banquet 
that it will not be in his power to 

tie celebration on the Sth ins 


Representative Wilson, of West Virginia, is 
engaged in the preparation of a report, which he will 


sioned in 
that no more 
United States. As 
pending in the Court 

e above-menti 
unexpended. 

ARMY AND NAVY ORDERS. 

Wussryeton, Jan. 6.—Lieut. Jobn L. Clem, 
Twenty-fourth Intantry, ls placed on duty in charge 
of the recruiting rendezvous for the general service 
in this elty du the absence of Capt. 

Passed p Boris A Surgeon John OC. Bo 


Corbin. 
has bee 
ordered to the New-Hampshire at Port Royal, 8, C., 
and Passed has 


Assistant Surgeon W. A. McClu 
been detuched from the New-Hampshire and ordered 
to duty at the Naval Hospital at Washington, ~ . 


GOV, BISHOP’S CHANCRHS. 
—_— ———— 
JOHN.G, THOMPSON’S VIEWS—A SLIGHT BY 
A DEMOCRATIC CLUB. 

Special Dispatch to the New-York Times, 
Conumpus, Ohio, Jan. 6.—John G. Thomp- 
son, Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Representa- 
tives, left here for Washington this afternoon. He 
-expressed the opinion that the Democrats would now 
give resumption a fair trial, and would do nothing 
to prevent its being successfully carried out. In re- 
ferring to’ the nomination of a candidate for the 
Governorship, he said that he thought that the 
friends of Gov. Bishop would make a grave error 
should they canvass and fight for his renomination ; 


was to be 

the claims except one, now 
of Claims, have been satisfied, 
sum remains in the Treasury 


ese waters, with the understanding 
demanded by the 





the nomination the nominee would not reecive the 

, irty. Mr. Thom received 

an in tem tee Young. Men's: Democratic 

Olub to attend their banquet on Wednesday evening. 

© Was Very much surprised to learn the in- 
were 


peeede seen 
aut rE 
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_ STRIKES IN THE COAL MINES. 
Porrsvitte, Penn., Jap, 6—The employes 
of the Philadelphia and Coal snd Iron Com- 
pany at the Beechwood 
jweek for back wages, wore pald to-day, It is under. 


LOUISIANA LEGISLATURES WORK. 
New-On.eAns, Jan. 6.—The Legislature con- 

vened today. J. C, Moncure, of Caddo, was elected 

parcnaggse myrrh aye Reset wig heb hed 


| ftoches, was ‘ élected 
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» who struck Jast |. 


sian evacuation of the Dobrudscha are said to. 
have been smoothed: away, and. Gen. Todleben 
has ordered the evacuation to begin on Jan. 12. 

CONSTANTINOPLE, Jan. 6.—Gen. Todleben 
and staff are expected to arrive here on Satur- 
day next. 

The departure of the Commissioners charged 
with the surrender of Podgoritza to Montenegro 
has been postponed. 

Panis, Jan. 6.—The Russian cruiser. Asia, 
jone of the two vessels purchased for the 
Russian Government, which -sailed from Phila- 

delphia on Dec. 21, arrived at Cherbourg on 
mene aig Regt avert Aged yoyage in a day 
or two. 

Catovurta, Jan. 6.—A band of Mahsua Mazris 
recently made an incursion into British terri- 
tory. plundered the inhabitants and 
burned « tank. and then retreated to the hills. 


were pursued by cavalry, and a part of 
= d was cut ox Reinforcements ire be- 


sent to prevent a repetition of the raid. 

. Perersevaa, Jan. 6.—Nothing is known 
hereof the Ameer’s alleged intention to seek 
Russian nD. 

Lonpon, Jan. 7.—The New-York Herald com- 
municates to the London an account of 
an interview at T d between Gen. 
Kaufmann and Mr. James Gordon Bennett. 
The former stated that he had _ received 


a letter from the Russian General Rasgonoff, 
——e that he accompanied Shere Ali 
in his 


ht for the frontier, 
amn said he had 
to Prince Gortachakoff forinstructions concern- 
ing the reception of the Ameer, but had re- 
ceived no answer up to Jan 5. 

The Times’ Vienna correspondent speaks 
very hopefully of the ns which were 
recommenced on the Ist of January for a 
Samuel tguoa te ve caitbig bane Ade peegee 

8 r to ing bona fide - 
ration for embarkation from j bremtns 

A Berlin di ch to the Standard reports 
Giavetat au puneech-one ekicdtionsnia te feat 

rawal of tions o onable to Rus- 
sia, if the latter consents to reduce the indem- 
nity. Itis also said that Russia: ie inclined to 
ee in this. Ii is semi-officially reported 
in Vienna that Russia has promised to evacuate 
Bulgaria and Roumelia on the 1st of April. 


————— 

ENGLAND'S ERA. OF HARD TIMES. 

THE DISTRESS IN THE MANUFACTURING 
CENTRES INCREASING DAILY—CORNISH 
BANK NOTES AT A DISCOUNT—THE RAIL- 
WAY AND COLLIERY LABOR TROUBLES 
EXTENDING. 

Lowpon, Jan. 6.—The weather is again 
cold and frosty. There has been a daily increase 
of the general distress in every quarter during 
the past week. On Friday, at Manchester, there 
were 3,000 applications from heads of families, 
representing 13,500 persons, to the Relief Com- 
mittee, and on. Saturday 4,000 fresh applica- 
tions... During the week 1,200 families have 
been relieved in Wolverhampton. A consid- 
erable increase of distress is also reported from 
Sheffield. 

The notes of the Cornish Bank are chan 
hands to-day st a considerable discount, an 
by pe 9 teh ee creditors are not so sanguine 

nt. 

ee Jam. "G.—The Seuth Yorkshire 
Colliery Operatives’ Association has decided to 
submit to no reduction of wages. A ye 3a 
attended meeting of the Council of the North 
Derbyshire and South Yorkshire Association 
also. decided to-day. to make no concession to 
the owners, and that, owners be required to 
withdraw their notice of a reduction of wages. 

It is calculated that more then 1,000 men 
em as railroad t train quards on 
the pons are.on strike. The guards 
in the Leeds district: decided to-day to remain 
on duty. signal-men, whose wages are to 





@ meeting this morning to turn ont, if neces- 
sary. The railway report that the 
Lat ning pom aged tnag pers haa 
gards coal and heavy Accidents on 
the road, of a more or less serious character, 
have occurred in consequence of the strike. 
- Lowpow, Jan. 7.—At..a meeting of the Mid. 
land Railway strikers in mdon  yet- 
ay. the Chairman said the drivers 
anchester, Birmingham, Totton, and 
Derby, had expressed trong determina- 
tion not to work with incompetent guards. 
The drivers at Wellingboro have already re- 
fused to work. . Telegrams were read from all 
declaring the tion 
of the. strikers: to persist, The. strikers 
have issued an. appeal to all 
es and trade societies, declaring 
that the present action of thé Midland Railway 
Company is only part of a*movement to 
reduction of railway 


pcr at herman romana! 
rs 
Parca Gee ae ie 
0 
hours from 53. to 56%, per week. 
‘with this movement similar 


ship- 
a reduction of wages. 
off and the j 
- Wi at M ears: bap — closed, 
rowing men ont of employmen 
The y employes at Carlisle 
have yielded. 


SEE een 
CURRENT FOREIGN EVENTS. 
AUSTRIA’S DEMANDS POR SILVER—THE DE- 
FEAT OF THE BONAPARTISTS IN FRANCE 
—SOCIALIST SUCCESSES IX GERMANY— 
SPREAD OF THE PLAGUE IN ASTRAKHAN, 





ORDERS DISOBEYED— THE PROPOSED | 


ficulties which had arisen regarding the Rus- |’ 


The 
be reduced on the 10th of January, resolved at |, 


ee’ caenmes 

ink aakketeo revent the spread of 
“ev nto vent the ° 

ie epidestie: © aeotercoms of medical officials 


under the Presidency of the Minister of the 
consider measures for stamping out 





Rpeoca publishes an 
the marriage of King Al- 


Princess. 
.—The Times says the Irish 
vé is ie rs Saeeanyee oc: the question 
of the ‘release of O'Kelly, the only remaining 
Fenian prisoner. 

A, itch to the Times from Paris says ad- 
aiti returns make the number of Republi- 
cans elected to the Senate 66. 

The Zimes’ Paris dispatch says the French 
Government has given one year’s notice 
of the hie tn ainapl of all on of 
mueree. iy. measure of precaution, 
to leave the hands of France free, in view of 
Prince’ Bismarek’s new economic policy, and 
pes difficulty of concluding a new treaty with 


A dispatch from Berlin says that Prince Bis- 
marck, repl to a memorial from members 
of the German leather trade in favor of protec- 
tion, writes that he is ready to support their 
views as far a3 personal interest can avail. 

On the occasion of Gen. Grant’s reception at 
Londonderry yesterday, the Town Hall, where 
the ceremonies took ogy oi was Saeco with 

Gen. Grant, in speech returuing 
thanks. for the freedom of the city, said he 
could not quit Europe without visiting Ire- 
land. At the. banquet given in his honor 
in the evening, Gen. Grant said there was stili 
room for many more millions in America. 

Gratz, Jap. 6.—The Zagespost of this city 
says it learns on good authority that the Pope 
is consulting as to the advisability of calling a 
new Ecumenical Council. 





FUNERAL OF CALEB CUSHING 
—_——>——. 

A SIMPLE. CEREMONY—DISTINGUISHED / PER- 
SONS © PRESENT — NEWBURYPORT IN 
MOURNING. 

' Special Dispatch to the New- York Times, 

Newsuryrort, Mass.; Jan. 6.—The funeral 
of the Jate Caleb Cushing t--day was largely at’ end- 
ed, though the number of persons from ont of town 
was comparatively small, the impression having 
gone abroad .that the ceremony was to be 
strietly private. Among those present besides 
the leading citizens of this place and rep- 
resentatives of the city Government, present 
and past, were Gen. B. F. Butler, Gen. J. A. Kins- 
man, of Washington’; Wililam B. Chandler, of Con- 
cord, N, H.;\B, H. Cheever, of Wrentham, who mar- 
tied a daughter of President Tyler, and at whose 
wedding Mr. Oushing was groomsman ; Col. Isaac 
Hull Wright, who served under Cushing in the Mex- 
fean war; Col. Jonas H. French, Gen. Butler's part- 
ner in sevetal enterprises; Richard H. Spofford, 
and Paymaster Emery, United States Navy. The 
ceremopy was very simpie. I¢ was held in Mr. 
fats residence, which was open to the public. 
The ¢ holding the remains was of walnut, 
eovered with black broadcloth, with yelvet moldings. 
On the lid iay an elaborate floral tribute, the offering: 
of the Onshing Guard of this city, the desien being a 
General's sword, the blade com ot white carna- 
Date he Wind gauple ttatvereclion nud the coxa 
sm ° 0! and the 
of golden teamportelion From the t stead me 
white star. 

The services were held in the east parlor, a favor- 
ite apartment of Gen. Cushing, and were very sim- 
ple. Rev, Dr, -D. F. Fiske, the Pastor of the de- 
ceased, made a very brief apeaking of 
the hour as for the living more than the dead, 
a the. departure of such a man, who has 

@ century filled a large piace im our 
country's history, ‘call for some more pub- 
lie tribute of respect to his memory and acknowl- 
edgment of his eminent services. The Pastor 
read passages from the approvriate tothe 
burial. service, and offered prayers. At the conelu- 
sion of these unostentatious services the casket was 
closed and borne to Oak Hill Cemetery, followed 
by a long litte of people. During the funeral the 
belis of the city were tolled, and during the day the 
flags of the public buildings were at half-mast, 
while: some of the city buildings were draped in 
mourning. 


AFTER THE CHICAGO FIRE. 
—_——@j—— 
THE TOTAL LOSS ESTIMATED! AT $110,000 
—QUICK RESUMPTION OF POSTAL WORK. 
CuicaGo, Jan. 6.-The total loss by Satur- 
day night’s fire is now thought not to exceed $110,- 
000, The individual losses are confined almost on- 
tirely to office furniture. The libraries of 
the law firms having offices in the building 
were saved with little injury. Gen. Sher- 
idan’g loss at the Army Head-quarters is 
trifling. The military department has taken quarters 
for the present in the entresol of the Paimer House. 
The Post Office is now in the Singer 
Bullding,~ and.there is nothing in the dis- 
tribution of mails in the city to indicate 
that the department has been disturbed. The 
Uhicago aud Aiton Railroad officers have returned to 
their old quarters at Nos. 4 and 6 Van Buren-street. 
The excéllent work done by the Fire Patrol and the 
Fire Department alone preserved the walis of the 
bulldingand the three lower floors from great injury. 
WasHineron, Jan. —s ene as 
Chieago estetda uest: y telegrap 
that . the 7 Third Y dasiats t Postmaster-General 
forward immediately 25,000 registered kage 
envelopes,” a supply of official stam enve- 
lepes of all kinds; and a stock of the various blanks 
lied by the office, The stock of stamped 
BS os = was glee nt | 
small, was ruin y fire. Registered packages 
} and plain official stamps were forwared from 
this city: last night, a few clerks having been col- 
lected for the and the agent at Hartford 
wan telenvbuboeiltte sand other n oe. The 
: that the sup- 
; ir way and will connect with 
ening train New-York, the Postmaster at 
that city having been given notice to be in readiness 
with wagons to make the transfer. 
Spetial Dispatch to the New- York Times, 
Hartrorp, Jan. 6.—Eieht handred thousand 
r of various sizes and denomina- 
rg; | were sent rsee Spa sage Agency —— 
to Chicago to-day, to help wake up for those destro 
Saturday night. 
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THE TELLER COMMITTEER'’S WORK. 
New-Orteans, Jan. 6.—The Federal officials 


SPAIN WANTING AMERIOAN TOBA 
Havana, Jan,.6.—The Minister of 
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THE NORWICH POISONERS, 


Oo a 1D oy hg Same 
RECESS IN THE COBB‘TRIAL. \ 
A, NEW WITNESS FOR THE “DEFENSE—WHY 
THE LONG ADJOURNMENT WAS. NECES 
SARY. Ridy 5 : 
Special Dispatch to the New-YorkeTimen  ” 
Norwics, Conn., Jan. 6.—Floyd ,H. Grane, 
one of the principal witnesses, for the defense in 
Mrs. Cobb’s case, has arrived’ from,New.-York. He 
says that the fact to which he>willtestity is that on 
one cecasion he took. a short’ ride with Mr. Cobb, 
and the conversation ran‘on the poisoning of: dogs, 
which was very general in town at that time. - Cobb, 
he asserts, was abeut to poison a dog with arsenic, 
and Crane advised him to: be careful in handling the 
poison, beeause of ‘its deadly © character. 
Cobb replied lightly #that he . was familisr 
with its use, and- not im. the. least 
afraid. The conversation was brief, and did now 
afford any other matte: of value in the present casa. 
Grane formerly lived ba thia town, and isthe son of. 
a highly-respected nursery man, but it ‘is intimated 
that if his testimony proves at all serious the State) 
will impeach his character, as it designed to do with) 
Dr. Cobb, of Troy. Within, = day or twos clerk in 
a local confectionery’ store ‘has asserted that on tho 
day that Cobb died Bishop eame into the store, and 
while there-opened a note. The clerk said,. banter- 
ingly and without having any particular womaz in, 
mind, ‘' Ah, she’s written you again, has she!’ 
Bishop answered, ‘Yes. The clerk then ealied 
Bishop’s attention to a rose bud, which had dropped 
from the letter w'thont the latter noticing If. 
Counsel on both sides are anxious to press the case 
to. a conelusies, now that it is began. Bo; too, iw’ 
Judge Oulvér, who adjourned a tetni of court in 
Bridgeport, for the purpose of holding this term in 
Norwich, The principal reason why the hearing 
Was no® resumed to-day was that it would have been 
very inconvenient to the jurors. It would seem 
somewhat odd to a New-York lawyer were he to see 
the Wberty allowed tothe jurymen in this capital case. 
In Now-York. and other States the jury is guarded 


from outside influence and conversation with even 
ter than the cr, In Comiceticvut 

ess care is'teken. The jurors who are to decide the 
fate of Mrs. Cobb are permitted to disperse every 
night. afcer court adjourns, and visit with their 
friends or go to their respective boarding-houses. 
Last Saturday they were permitted to go to their re- 
spective country homes for Sunday. Of course, 
in these rnatice & member’ of & jery 
in such this is ‘as  distin- 
hine with ag oa PE ane caetenrs 

t with a great many ons on return 
home. One of the jurors is a Justice of the Pence in 
Pawatuck, anotherywas a State Senatorial candidate 
in the recent cam ; two or three others are 
Selectmen, and to-day in all the towns of the State 
the Boards of Selectmen hold their annual meetings. 
It was to permit such jurors as desired to attend these 

that the court did not ait to-day. 

Bat the local prominence of the men still 

further shows the risks to which they will be ex- 
in their intercourse with friends and neighbors 
uring this two days’ recess. At the commoetice- 
ment of the trial, jast week, and ust before 
adjournment on Saturday, Judge Park y cau- 
tioned the jurors neither to converse with anyone 
about the case, nor to read the newspaper articles 
there on. One {who for aday or two had 
poorer - im s dum-book, be 
ought perhaps that the newspaper reports woul 
be a more convenient reliance, asked the Judge if he 
might not akip the editorials and read the mero re- 
ports of evidence, and when he received a negative 
reply his countenance assumed a look of’ decided so- 
Jemnity and disappointment. More than one ob- 
- server letly wondered whether or ndtthe jury- 
man not already been innocently reading the 
a The suggestion has been made that at the 

t monient, before the verdict ts rendered, the jury 
might be eworn around to ascertain if’ they had vio- 
lated their instructions, but no precedent exists for, 
auch a proceeding, 

The leisure day has been carefully improved by 
the cousisel tp marshaling their mony for the 
remainder of thetrial. Attorneys for both State and 
defense haye been very busy. A man occasion 
to consult Con Walt, in his quaintly*furnisled 
chambers in Breed Hall, on matters fo to this 
trial, and found the counsel very busy. ' ‘* Really,” 
said Col. Wait, “you must. excuse me; wére the 
Apostle Paul himself to ask an interview to-day [ 
should have to say the same thing.” Mr. Waller 
and Col. Ripley, who are assisting him in the prose- 
eution, have also been completely absorbed in further 
preparation. . 

Ad an interesting illustration of the devotion to 
detail in strengthening the case for the State, men- 
tion may be made of the verification of a number of 
the newspaper clippings introduced during the 
trial, It. was own that 5 would 
testify that. some , time in. Maren or April 
Mrs. Cobb saw an article in the Builetin on areenic, 
which first led the conspirators to resort to this par- 
ticular kind of poison. Accordingly, Mr. Cook, whois 
assisting Mr. Ripley, oe examined the Bul- 
letin files to see whether there really war any 
such article. The search was stecessful, and revealed 
thatnearly half a col , descriptive of 
the arsenic mines of Europe, was printed on March 
13. It was also desirable to fix the dates of some of 
the org introduced im order to preclude the 

lity of the defense proving that these: se- 
ections were printed at a later date.than that 
on which Bishop claimed to have received them. . A 
practiced eye quickly told Mr. Ripley that a namber 
of these tender missives were cut from the Bulietin’s 
eolumns, but at first there seemed to be no way to 
find out just when they were published. One of 
them, for instance, entitied ‘* Consolation in Ab- 
sence,"’ had been sent while Mrs. Cobb was out of 
town in are 1877. It was pasted upon white 
aper, and had no date written or printed on its 
ace. The slip was then turnéd over and held up to 
the light, when. three short advertisemeuts -were 
faintly discerned under the white paper on the back 
of the printed slip. One had the publisher's mark 
“Sep. 24 def; anotner, Feb. . 19,. dtf,;” 
and a third, March 4 43t*.” As the first two, ** till 
forbid,” might have been running in the papers 
long time, they gave no clue; but the. last one 
showed that it was printed only three times, 
beginning March As. yet the year “was 
not ascertained. . Reference was first nad,* then, 
to the volume for 1878. The pavers for March 
4, 5, and 6 were examined, but failed to show. any 
* Consolation in Absence.” Then the same dates 
Aor 1877 were examined, with like result;.20, too, 
were those of 1876. Finally, in the number for 
March 5, 1875, the verses were found, ard on tha 
back of the sheet the identical advertisments which 
afforded the ¢dlue, In like manner, the dates of 
several other poems were verified. 


_ 











LITTLE JOKER BALLOTS USELESS, 
—~_{_—__—- 

TWO DEMOCRATIC .OFFICE-HOLDERS IN HART 
FORD DECLARED ELECTED BY FRAUD. 
Special Dispatch to the New-York Times, 

Harrrorp, Conn., Jan. 6.—At the October 


“little joker” ballots, and in consequence of it the 
Revublieans, before the November State election, 
had New-York detectives at work here, and succeeded 
in disclosing the methods of the ward operstors 
and exposing the leaders. The result of that 

p was an honest election in the main, though 
three Democratic workers were arrested, tried be- 
fore the United States Court, and sentenced to im- 
prisonment.. Roswell W. Brown, who was the Re- 
publican candidate for First Selectman in October, 


and Albert L. Sisson, candidate for Seleetman. after 
the State election brought petitions before Judge 





strongly urges retrenchment in municipal expenses. 
He is opposed to the erection of a new library build- 
ing at the Court-house, and thinks work on the de 
sired system of public parks can be postponed. The 
net debt of the of the water debt, 
is $12,991,273 98—on Dee. 31 
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| AHUSEMENTS THIS EVENING. 








bookws THEATRE.—Lvow pr LAwaCERMOOR. 
[Wa LLAGE'S THEATRE.—Ar Lasn. 
‘ VaPOy #RDARS. Tan Banuze’s Daverrss 
PARK TSRATHE.—Bases m rz Woon. 

# prongs COMIQUE.—Vavpsyniz. 

~—-Davy CROCKETT. 
iD THEATRE.—Myise. 
HALL,—Cowcerr. At 1L:4.M.—Lacrvgs, 


— WEW-YORK TIMES. 
—_>——_. 
~ aes, POSTAGE PAID. 


i eae an 
Seur Whexcy Thces, per annum 
| Wan Waneux Toses, per anpom.. 


—_—_— 
" Advertisements for Tom Waerxiy Toes 
hanet be handed in before 6 o'lock this evening, 
ae 
| The Signal Service Bureau; report indicates 
to-day, im this region, colder north-west 
to warmer south-west winds, clear 
vr partly cloudy weather, rising barometer. 
—_—_—_—_—, 


{ Itis not impossible that the: quiet of the 
Benate, which was only briefly disturbed by 
ithe debate on the Blaine resplutions, may 
more seriously interrupted by a political 

e over the seat of Mr. / Corsi, of 
Carolina, from which*he is now 

by Gen. M. CO. Burige. Oar 

' explain how the question 
tends, and what are the  pros- 
of - success for a move- 

ent to dispossess the sitting claimant. 
he incident ‘hinges on the return of Sen- 
Suaron, of Nevada, who has finally 
een able to arrange his private affairs so 
ms to find time for attention to the less im- 
portant duties of his position in the Senate. 
Should the Gase be called up, it may give 
vise to debate upon «a somewhat 
hovel question, -viz.,. the right of 
the Vice-President, as President of the 
Benate, to give a casting vote upon the 
Question of a member's title to his seat. 
** Eagh:house,” says the Constitution, ‘‘ shall 
be the judge of the elections, returns, and 
qualifications of its own members,” and, on 
the other hand, ‘‘ the Vice-President of the 
United States shall. be President. of the 
nate, but shall have no vote unless they 
vo ge eid divided.” It would seem from 
this language ‘that the Vice-President be- 
womes er officio, in case of a tie, a part of 
® Senate;'as much when an election is 


r consideration as at any other time. 
——EEEeEeEees 


Among the subjects which will claim 
prompt attention of Congress upon its 
bling. isthe. distribution of the re- 

of the/Geneva award, which is 
-®special;order in the House for 
morrow. That. we should have in the 
: six years after the award was 
©, nearly ‘two-thirds of the amount re- 
ived from/Great Britain, isa most diffi- 
thing to éxplain on any reasonable hy- 
thesis of fair dealing. But that this fact 
be due to the persistent refusal of 

to admita large class of claimants, 

‘losses wete presented with great ear- 

at Geneva, to even » hearing as to 

sir right to the money, is not only difficult 
‘impossible ‘to reconcile with fair deal- 
~ ( The duty of Congress is perfectly sim- 
“et: it refer all claims to a tribunal 
and fitted to decide them equi- 

bly/and in accordance with tha principles 
‘down. in the laws and in the decision of 

y Commissioners, and, if we then have a 
© remaining, let it be hood unre- 

at the disposition of the Govern- 

mt from whom it was erroneously col- 
Such an: act would do more to ad- 

the interests of peace by showing the 
rag of a ‘great Government to live up 
the. spirit of a friendly arbitration than 

that has been done in internation- 


sro bm cderpnes : 


Mr. Corporation Counsel ‘Warrrey has 
“given an opinion on the power of the Com- 
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of the Resumption act has proved equally i 


illusory, Both these opinions were. sin-. 
cerely held by well-meaning members of: 
Congress, who would perhaps be willing, 
now that the truth is established beyond 
all dispute, to remove the most sefious 
danger in the way of permanent success of 
resumption by repealing the Silver act. 
—_____—_—_—_—_— 

The annual Message of Gov. Bisnop, of 
Ohio,-is a modest and sensible document, 
containing numerous practical suggestions 
concerning State affairs, but wholly free 


from any allusion to national matters—an. 


exemption which Democratic Governors are 
not in the habit of practicing. The Governor 
reports the State debt of Ohio at the 
moderate sum of $6,476,805, all but 
a few thousand dollars of which is 
payable in 1881 and 1886, and 
bears 6 per cent. interest. The local 
indebtedmess of the State is; however, 
heavy, that of the counties being over $3,- 
000,000, and that of the cities being nearly 
$36,000,000, and the total debt, local and 
general, being nearly $52,000,000. Among 
_the recommendations of the Governor are 
the following: That the required number of 
Militia be reduced to 10,000, (instead of 
20,000,) and that their pay be increased 
and their equipment and discipline be made 
as perfect as possible; that provision be 
made for.courts of arbitration between work- 
men aud their employers; that payment of 
wages otherwise than in money be more 
strictly prohibited; that district. schools be 
improved in organization; that provision 
be made for the more effectual prevention 
of grave-robbery, and for furnishing bodies 
for dissection ; that the fees of county offi- 
cers be reduced to a reasonable maximam, 
the surplus to be piid into the Treasury. 
__C ee 


THE MUNICIPAL PROBLEMS OF TWO 
CITIES. 

As outlined in the brief but pregnant 
Message of Mayor Cooper, and as set forth 
in the very able and comprehensive review 
of city affairs given by Mayor Howezu., 
there is astriking identity between the ques- 
tions with which those responsible for the 
administration of New-York and Brooklyn 
have to deal. Therelative financial condition 
of the two cities is pretty nearly as follows: 
With an assessed valuation five times as 
great as that of Brooklyn, New-York hasa 
net bonded debt less than three times as 
great, and @ tax levy bearing the pro- 
portion of four and a half to ‘one. 
Or, to put the matter ina different shape, 
the net permanent debt of New-York repre- 
sents a lien of 934 per cent. on its taxable 
property, while that of Brooklyn repre- 
sents a lien of 17 per cent.; the tax levy 
of New-York is but little over 21, per 
cent. on its assessed ‘valuation ; . that 
of Brooklyn is about 3 per cent. Both 
cities have suffered, in proportions not 
so unequal as is generally supposed, from 
official peculation and political jobbery, 
only in the case of Brooklyn the stealing 
has been more carefully disguised under the 
forms of law. The tax-payers of both are 
paying the penalty for the exorbitant cost 
of public works, in many cases prématire 
and in most cases unproductive. It is the 
imperative necessity of both to set about a 
resolute reduction of debt and a vigorous 
retrenchment in the salaries paid to tlieir 
employes. 

Mayor CooPER makes some general rec- 
ommendations on the latter point; Mayor 
Howe .t takes advantage of his administra- 
tive experience, and comes down to specific 
details. Brooklyn has reduced the pay of 
its patrolmen to $1,000 a year, and of its 
firemen to $900. Mayor Howst. thinks 
that these rates can be still further reduced 
to $800 and $700, respectively. New-York 
pays its patrolmen and firemen $1,200; and 
the combined salary list of the Police and 
Fire Departments amounts to $4,500,000. 
Assuming that we can follow the example 
of Brooklyn to the extent of enforcing a re- 
duction of 20 per cent. on the salaries of 
the Police and Fire Departments, we should 
at once secure a saving of $900,000 a 
year, and our Police and firemen would still 
be better off than their brethren in Brook- 
lyn. On the remaining $5,00 »000 paid 
in New-York for salaries there i unhques- 
tionably room for a similar reduction, so 
that. by the aid of the Legislature a saving 
of about $2,000,000 a year can be at once 
effected on the salary list of this City with- 
out the slightest detriment to the efficiency 
of local administration. Applied to the re- 
duction of the debt and the prosecution of 
needful public improvements, such a saving 
would be a very substantial boon to New- 
York tax-payers. 

The resources of New-York are, obvions- 
ly, more elastic than those of Brooklyn, 
and the margin for retrenchment is at the 
same time cstwe Both cities might, with 
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ty of expecting the Mayor to co-operate | 


with the Controller is sufficiently apparent. 
Mr, Coopgris not the sort of man to be 
fooled by any overtures from Tammany 
Hall, and if the Anti-Tammany Democrats 
in the Board of Aldermen share the princi- 
ples and purposes of their able and upright 
colleague who has been elected President 
of the board, there is but little danger of 
the vantage ground gained by the combina- 


tion in November being abandoned. 
—___—_—___—— 


SELF-INTEREST AS A MOTIVE TO 
GOOD FAITH. 

A Nashville newspaper, referring to the 
growing tendency toward a virtual repudia- 
tion of the Tennessee debt, protests against 
the policy on the ground that it will react 
unfavorably to the people themselves. The 
rights and interests of the creditors are dis- 
missed as unworthy of consideration. ‘ Will 
@ failure to meet outstanding obligations 
ultimately prove profitable to the people of 
the State?” is in effect the query pro- 
pounded by the editor, He answers 
it megatively, There is no affeota- 
tion of morality. in the argument, no 
rethonstrance against bad faith as one form 
of dishonesty, no advocacy of an honorable 
settlement as a matter of duty. Expedi- 
ency is the only consideration deemed 
worthy of thought, or which is likely to 
affect the conduct of Tennesseeans. Per- 
haps we should be thankful even for the 
admission that repudiation is undesirable 
because it would be unprofitable. When 
dealing with a community like that which 
makes laws in Tennessee, a scrutiny of mo- 
tives is unnecessary. The appeal of our 
Nashville contemporary is decisive as to the 
preponderance of sordid motives over up- 
right ones, at least in that part of the State. 

Nor is the appeal applicable only to Ten- 
nessee. With quite as much force, it may 
be addressed to the readjusters of Virginia 
and the repudiators of Minnesota, to the 
municipal rulers of Charleston and New- 
Orleans, to the impatient tax-payers of 
bonded towns in New-York and Vermont, 
to the citizens of Rahway and Elizabeth in 
New-Jersey, and to the uncounted list of 
defaulting municipalities in Iinois, Missou- 
ri, and othér Western States. The argu- 
ments and phrases current among honora- 
ble men are wasted when applied to people 
who insist that as between their creditors 
and themselves their own convenience 
shallalone be consulted. A State, a county, 
ore town which employs lawyers to pick 
holes in a contract under which the money 
wanted was obtained, is beyond the reach 
of right or of the reason which dictates jus- 
tice. In business matters the man who 
avails himself of a technicality to rid him- 
self of liability for the payment of goods 
which he bought and has sold, earns the re- 
putation of a very mean scoundrel. The 
judgment passed upon the State or munici- 
pality in the case supposed will not be more 
flattering. 

The case is not materially changed if the 
community forees upon its creditors a read- 
justment amounting to a repudiation of 
more or less of the debt, with no better ex- 
cuse than an alleged oppressiveness of taxa- 
tion. Debtors cannot be allowed to plead 
inconvenience of payment as an answer to 
their creditors’demands. If unable to pay, 
the insolvency laws open a way of escape, 
but the stigma of insolvency remains. 
Municipalities have neither so good an ex- 
cuse nor so easy a method of deliverance. 
The property is there, and if the owners 
refuse to bear the burdens which they 
helpéd. to. put upon it, we | can- 
not form a favorable . opinion of 
their integrity. A municipality that 
would keep its name untainted will make 
any sacrifice rather than rob the creditors 
who furnished monéy for its improvement, 
‘Fhe list we have partially enumerated 
proves that scruples of this sort are not 
allowed to stand m the sway of the relict 
afforded by default and arbitrary readjust- 
ment. Churches abound in all these places, 
and preachers never tire of talking of right- 13 
eousness and judgment, Whatthen! The. 
talk does not touch a defauiting and read- 
justing community, State or manicipal. 
Right aud wrong are terms ignored. The 
tax-payers avail themselves ot the virtual 
helpleasness of the creditors to rob them 
with impunity. The citizen who should get 
up among them and emphasize the injune- 
tions of morality would be laughed at. . 


sifiee 


But, apart from this reservation, no one can 
doubt that the position of ‘Western. mort- 
gageors would now have been more hopeful, 
had not distrust been engendered by the 
tone and objects of the movement which led 
to the enactment of the Silver law. Before 
better terms can bé possible, the Western 
people must give some pledge of their re- 
spect for plighted faith, and of their readi- 
ness to undo some of the mischief for which 
the silver agitators até responsible. 
Ee 
NATIONAL REGULATION OF  IMMI- 
GRATION. 

The bill now pending in Congress for 
the national regulation of immigration 
should receive the early and careful con- 
sideration of that body. The subject is 
one of too much importance to the nation 
to be put off until the closing days of the 
session, and then left just where it was in 
the beginning. The increise. in the na- 
tional wealth due to the never-ceasing tide 
of immigration can hardly be overesti- 
mated. The total number of aliens added 
to the population of the United States has 
been about 10,000,000, and | every 
year increases the aggregate by from 
150,000 to 400,000. Most of these 
are able-bodied men and women, and 
a large percentage of them are skilled 


sorbed into the productive classes of the 
country, The remarkable development of 
the agricultural resources of the North-west 
and the West is chiefly due to immigration, 
while the industrial forces of the East are 
yearly strengthened by the arrival of skill- 
ful workmen from foreign shores, It has 
been estimated that the average amount of 
money which each alien brings with him to 
this country is $80, and that the average 
capital value of each male, which has. been 
put as high as $1,500, is not less than 
$800. Multiply these figures by the num- 
ber of those who have arrived and are 
yearly landing, and the result, representing 
the ever-increasing addition to the national 
wealth, becomes immense. Henee it is not 
surprising that every State encourages im- 
migrants to settle within its borders and 
that many have made earnest efforts to se- 
cure such additions to their population. 

But the great advantages of immigration 
ean be secured to the country and its evils 
avoided only bya careful and systematic 
regulation of the matter. If the 300,000 
aliens yearly arriving were left on landing 
to shift for themselves, without friendly ad- 
vice, assistance, or protection, and to be- 
come the easy victims of want, imposition, 
and fraud, the tide of immigration would 
speedily be reduced to its minimum. 
Moreover, experience has shown that, with- 
out the proper checks interposed on this 
side of the Atlantic, emigration may be 
made the convenient means of shifting the. 
burden of immense numbers of convicts, 
paupers, lunatics, and other dependents 
from European Governments to this coun- 
try. For thirty years the United States has 
been protected from this evil and the ad- 
vantages of immigration have been secured 
to the natidn by the Emigration Commis- 
sion of the State of New-York, whose port 
has been the great gateway through which 
three-fourths of the immigrants have en- 
tered the country. Here, an organized 
system, for the protection of aliens on 
the one hand and of the Government 
on the other, has ‘been in force with 
the best results, To provide fmuds for this 
purpose, the owners or consignees.of emi- 
grant vessels have been required by a law 
of the State to give » penal bond in the sum 
of $300, for each alien, to indemnify the 
State against any charge on account of the 
person named,in the bond during five years 
after landing. Instead of giving the bond, 
however, the parties interested in the. ves- 
sel have had the option of paying for each 
alien carried a named sum which 
thas varied at different times from $2 50 
to $1 50. The payment of this tax has 


Here, then, the Nashville lesson comes in | giving bonds, and it is the mode which has. 


with achance of being listened to. “ Never 


| been generally practiced to meet the re- 


mind morality; do not trouble yourselves |'quirements of the law. It has been paid 


about justice or other abstractions; con- 

sider only that in the long run bad faith 
does not pay.” Potent as this consideration 
may be, its efficacy when applied to States 


‘sion. As the ship 


‘used te defray the expenses of the commis- 
companies have included | mental. 
this amount in the passenger rates, the tax. 
has fallen on the immigrants themselves, 
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laborers. The mass of them are rapidly ab- | 


‘been considered 3 much lighter burden than 


to the Commissioners of Emigration and | rather proud than otherwise. It is like a 


the ‘pushed to extremities, and we demand an 
ben- | investigation. bodes RAO ages 
Ms 5 | Mr. GLovER’s 


in the port of arrival. Honee, if it. shall be- 
come a law, there is nothing to prevent the 
continuance of the work in this State with 
the same methods and the same machinery 
which thirty years of experience have 
brought into their present state of efficiency. 
Whatever objections may be raised 
to the partienlar provisions of the 
present bill—and they should be 
earefully considered — there is no 
doubt that the general purposes which it 
has in view are of the highest importance 
to the country: Experience. has demon- 
strated the nécessity of such a law, and 
Congress alone has the power to make it. 
If this duty shall be soon done and well 
done, immigration may be better regulated 
than ever before. There will be one sys- 
tem for all ports and all yeseels, and what- 
ever burdens may be imposed by the ar- 
rival of dependent aliens can be put where 
they properly belong, ._ 


THE EARTHS WABBLE. 


The attention of Congressman GLovER, of 
Missouri, is respectfully directed toward a 
surreptitious attempt to secure a doubtful 
appropriation from the United States Treas- 
Pury: Mr. Grover has not long to stay in 
r Congress. Events over which he had no con- 
trol will prevent him from going back to the 
House, Between now and Mareh 4, 1879, 
he must endeavor to defeat the conspiracy 
designed to compel the United States Gov- 
ernment to pay for discovering the bulge and 
wabble of the earth. Scientific men, it is 
alleged, have reasons to suspect that the 
earth has a bulge on its equatorial belt, and 
that it necessarily wabbles on its axis, The 
non-scientific reader remembers that, when 
he went to school, the figure of the earth was 
described as ‘an oblate spheroid.” And 
when he was asked to describe this figure, 
he promptly replied, ‘‘an orange flattened 
atthe poles,” This happy simile, first in- 
vented in Peter Parley’s Geography, 
has sufficed for generations of school- 
boys and men therefrom  devel- 
oped. But one of those geniuses who 
are forever destroying the myths of our 
guileless childhood has discovered that the 
earth bulges ont at a point which may be de- 
scribed as half-way between the stem and 
the blossom-sear of the orange. It is as if 
the earth had a swelled ague-cheek some- 
where on the equator. - If one takes a thick 
knitting-needle and runs it through an 
orange, the axis of the earth is thus repre- 
sented. The revolution of the orange 
on the knitting-needle is the coun- 
ter-part of the diurnal revolution of 
the earth. If, now, the revolving orange is 
fatter on one side than on any other, it may 
be said to have a bulge on that disk. Its 
revolutions will be irregular, for when the 
bulge is gravitating toward a point below 
the plane of its ecliptic, thé motion of the 
orange will be accelerated, and when the 
bulge ascends to a point above that plane, 
the irregularity will be yet more percep- 
tible. This, in the language of the worldly, 
is called wabbling. 

In other words, the earth’s equator is not 
a circle. If our solid globe could be cut in 
two parts at the equator, the halves would 
not present a perfect circle, but a swelling 
would appear somewhere on its ciroum- 
ference. This swelling, or bulge, would 
give to the earth a geometrical figure, 
whieh is known to scientific men as an 
éllipsdid. Not to put too fine a point on it, 
it would be an ellipsoid of three axes. We 
respectfully submit that an ellipsoid of 
three axes is a much more disrespectful 
figure to applv to the planet upon which we 
live than “ oblate spheroid” could possibly 
be, Wehave been acquainted with tle oblate 
spheroid from infancy. We have become, 
as it were, hardened to it, and, like original 
sin in the human family, we have come to 
regard it a necessary evil of which we are 


mortgage on a house—lawful if not orna- 

mental. But when we are asked to swallow 
‘an ellipsoid, and especially an ellipsoid with 
three or more axes, human forbearance is 
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accurately determined upon the differentia- 
tion of the bilge? And, lastly, does the 
wabble, of, what is the same thing, the 
bulge, account for the extreme coldness of 
our Winters and the excessive heat of our 
‘Summers? Or, finally, do either of these 
irregularities of surface and motion affect 
America politics to any appreciable ex- 
tent? 

The Congress of the United States, as we 
learn from the Washington correspondence 


appropriate a large sum of money to prose- 
cute a geodesic survey of the earth’s sur- 
face. This survey, it is expected, will dis- 
cover the bulge, if there be a bulge, and as- 
certain the extent of the wabble, if there 
be a wabble, and thins forever satisfy the 
curiosity of mankind. The expedition is 
to be purely scientific and no reporters 
will be permitted to accompany it. The 
survey will occupy twenty-five or thirty 
years, and the infant children of those who 
read Tue Times to-day will, unless Con- 
gressman GLOVER objects, eventually learn 
whether the earth is a perfect oblate spher- 
oid, or merely an ellipsoid of three axes. 
—_—S 


The numbering of private residences in this 
City is, for she most part, as 11) done in respect to 
designation as in any city we can recall. They are 
numbered generally on the street doors in small 
metallic figures, which may be determined without 
much trouble by daylight, but which ean not be seen 
after dark save by close inspection. In all modern 
houses, the outer doors of the vestibule, on which 
the figures are placed, stand open until the houses are 
closed for the night ; so thatthe number can not be 
detected by day without examination, and in the 
evening are not only invisible, but cannot be dis- 
covered except by the assistance of a ladder and 
lantern, with whish most persons neglect to provide 
themselves in making calls, either for business ot 
pleasure. Numbers are not infrequently put over 
the street or outer door; but they are usually too 
small and indistinct to meet the purpose for whith 
they are intended. The only proper place for num- 
bers on dwellings is on the transom over the outer or 
inner. door—only old houses have transoms over 
outer doors—where, in dark or in gilt figu:es they 
can be deseried from the street after nightfall. Per- 
sons who make. visits after dark—and evening is 
ordinarily the time for visiting—are always com- 
plaining,.and very justly, of the inconvenience to 
which they are subjected by trying to find the num- 
ber they want, .Itlooks very queer to see men, pac- 
tieularly New Year's evening, crawling up flights of 
steps im pursuit of numbers, stealing down again 
and up another flight, seanning the region of the en- 
trance and vestibule as if bent on plucking out the 
mystery of the interior from external symbols, or of 
divining domestic secrets by brown-stone physiog- 

nomy. | It is not pleasant for a man, merely aiming 
ie qaiet performance of social obligations, to 
feelthat he might be mistaken for a burglar. and 
that, if properly equipped for ascertaining numbers, 
he would need to be provided with so much of’s 
burglar’s tools as are, comprised in a rope-ladder and 
dark lantern. Many residences here have numbers 
on the transoms of inner doors; but these are few 
compared with the whole. It is very easy to substi- 
tute those for the metallie nambers and the painted 
numbers on outer doors; and persdns who regard 
the convenience and respect the temper of their ac- 
quaintanees ~and not to do so is the reverse of 
polite—should make the much-desired change at 
once. 


English marine underwriters think that they 
have reason to find fault at the frequency with 
which vessls that put! Into foreign ports in distress 
ate condemned as unseaworthy. While direct 
charges of fraud are not made, the unmistakable in- 
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tar more service to the owners than the vessel itself, 
and this consideration mast have weight in sheping | 
the conduct of even the most honest commander. 
As a rule, it may be said that it is for the interest of 
bo 
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of the Cincinnati Gazette, is to be agked to. 


té condemn the vessel, for im this ease | ™ 








ing inflaence on the mind of the writer, independent 
of any effect it may have on the reader. Writingis, © 
as everybody knows, unnataral, purely artificial ; 
and it is not strange, therefore, that it should, in 
many eases, produce melancholy even by antici pa- 
tion. A few days since, a girl of 12 or 13, attending 
school in 9 town of Northern Illinois, became so dis- 
tressed because she had to write a composition that 
she attempted to drown herself in a cistern. and 
nearly succeeded. A medical student of Baltimore, 


4 baving @ thesis to prepare not long since, grow s¢ 


morbid that he swallowed an ounce of laudanum, 
declaring he would rather die than do the hateful 
work. A book-binder of Rouen, who was sent to the 
Paris Exposition, his expenses having been paid out 
of a lottery fund, found on his retura home that he 
was expected to draw up a report of what he bad 
seen. This rendered him wretched, and though his 
friends tried to comfort him, and offered to do the 
writing for him, the thing so weighed upon his mind 
that he waxed gloomy and morose, disappeared from 
his home, and his body was soon discovered in the 
Seine. Authors are often discontented, irritable, 
sullen, saturnine when engaged in composition, and 
many of them have doubtless become dissipated and 
gone to the bad generally, on secount of their cail- 
ing. The mere process of composition brings the. 
nerves to the surface, unduly excites the sensioiii- 
ties, and, habitually followed, has a tendency te 
cause morbidity and certain mental disorder. To be 
perfectly healthy in body and mind. aman should 
tarn his thoughts outward, be much out of doors, 
and feed on the suashine. 





| “Socialism, which has assumed such formi 


dable proportions in Germany, virtually began with 
LasatLe hardly 10 years ago, and was more a dreas 
of philosophers, a theory of thinkers, until afte: 
the Franco-German war. The, trades-aunions and 
labor associations in industrial centres had gone no 
further than combination for strikes and mutual aid 
fa time of distress until the end of that stragzie, 
when the character of the movement underwent? 
votal change, becoming at once practical and evolu 
tionary. ._The Geeman Socialists now number 500,- 
000,, one-twenty-fifth of all the growa Germans, 
60,000 of them living in Berlin alone. Forty-one 
newspapers devoted to their prineiples are published 
in the Empire, and taken probably by 300,000 per- 
sons. Of the Socialists in that country, 95 per cent. 
are working men, the remainder being students and 
Professors, rather speculative than otherwise. Al- 
though they all believe themselves oppressed, and 
all. seek for remedy and redress, s great many are 
earnestly opposed.to transgression of law or any vic 
lent measures. The more moderate aim to proture 
radical change in the laws by legitimate methods of 
agitation and legislation ; but the extremists have 
recently been dominant. The late action of Bis- 
Magox and the German authorities, though designed 
to be repressive, if not destructive, has helped, and 
will continue to help, the cause by strengthening itin 
for¢and nimbers, and enlisting the sympathy of 
thousands of people who, white they may be averse 
to Socialism, are still more averse to oppression and 
despotism of any and every kind, 





GENERAL NOTES. 
———~ 
Jefferson Davis is the last survivor of Frank- 
lin Pierce’s Cabinet. The good die young. 
The Alabama Democratic State. Committes 
ig to hold a meeting in Montgomery on the 22d inst. 
A man. in Vincennes; Ind, who pleaded 
guilty on Friday to the charge of shooting anotnes 
with intent to kill, was fined $1 and costs. 
President Bartlett is sending a circular to the 


Alumni of Dartinouth College appealing for fands 
without restrictions to better its financial condition. 


A cooking range exploded in a St. Louis 
kitchen on Friday and fatally injured ao servant. 
The same day a ratige exploded in a Baltimore 
dwelling. In both cases the pipes had frozen up. 


A Philafelphia paper asserts that the Deputy 
Sheriff who was auxious to regain possession of Miss 
Panny Louise Buckinghani’s “fiery, untamed steed” 
employed in his search a hack drawn by the identi 
eal beast. 


A lady died in Adams, Jefferson County, one 
nightlast week. and the Watertown Dispavch says 
that the storm was so severe at the time that the 
only way the information of her death eould be 
given the neighbors was by blowing a horn, and it 
was with the utmost difficulty that any neighbor was 
able to get to the house. 

Henrietta Bergh, the mother of a young girl 
found hanging to a beam in a shed at Fribourg, 
Switzerland, has confessed that she strangled her 
with a shoe-string and then bung ber up, in the hope 
that it would be supposed that she had committed 
suicide. Her sole motive, sie says, was to get rid 
of the expense of supporting the girl. She was an 
Siegitimate child and. the woman was about to 


|} marry. 


The Cincinuati Znquirer of Sunday says: 


‘\ offering to sell them the exclusive use of the * Bet’ 
Gen. Hicken- ‘ 


for Hamilton County or 840,000. 
looper, President of the Gas Lompany, promptly te - 
fosed the offer. He has more faith in coal than is 
"Mae Trenton (N. wv.) Gasttte of Monday bas 
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